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somewhat stage-made situation with a raisonneur intro-
duced to preach a moral. The influence of the ' well-
made ' play is present too in The Destruction of Sodom,
for in this piece, which is an attack on the wealthy classes,
the villain conveniently dies so as to allow a solution
of the problem. Again, in Magda, the story of a
daughter's rebellion against a tyrannical father, the
latter luckily dies of an apoplectic stroke when he is
on the point of shooting her for disgracing the family
honour. Sudermann tries to be fair to both sides.
He sympathises with the old man's strait-laced ideas,
but also with the new, emancipated woman who has
inherited her father's obstinacy. It remains, nevertheless,
a thesis play, ably but artificially constructed. Then
Sudermann changed his style and devoted himself to
social satire. The best known of the plays of this second
manner is Es Lebe das Leben (The Joy of Living).

Years before the beginning of the action of the piece
a Countess has had a love affair with a Baron. She sees
him constantly, but their relations have long been platonic
and she has made her unsuspecting husband perfectly
happy. The baron replaces the husband, who is anxious
to retire from politics, as an election candidate and wins
the seat. His defeated rival gets hold of an incriminating
letter from the Countess to him and threatens to publish
it. The husband is about to sue him for libel when he
is told by his wife and the baron that the accusation is
true. A duel between the two men is out of the question,
as it would acknowledge the scandal. The lover decides
to commit suicide, but first makes a brilliant speech in
the House on the sanctity of marriage. The wife,
however, who has long suffered from heart disease,
kills herself in such a way as to make it appear that death
was accidental, and the two men are reconciled, leaving
the baron free to continue his valuable work as a legislator.

The idea is that the woman, though in constant pain,
has lived every moment of her life. Her influence is a